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S INTRODUCTION SR

Welcome to Clements Primary School.

This booklet is issued to all new parents who register at the school.

ThelA Bookfl et mdtlinon f orbadkgaure kriowlarigegn v e S

Suffol kds Educati on Setendad tode helpfulihi s
answering some of your questions and explaining the organisation and policies
of our school.

Our main aim at Clements is to give your children the very best education
possible. We hope all children will be very happy here and grow to be hard
working, responsible and well behaved.

We consider that parental involvement with
learning is extremely important and arrange a
number of functions during the year when you
can visit the school. You are, however, always
welcome at other time s but it is best to arrange
a time beforehand in order that someone can
see you.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any worries at all about
your child. We are happy to help in any way that we can.
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Yoursupport f or vy ongrs crudialtd tiieid mogress. #lease tell us if

there are any adjustments we need to make to help you support your child, for
example: letters in large font or Braille, explaining things face to face or over
the phone, wheelchair access.

Our staff, together with the Governors, will do our best to ensure that your
childdéds time with us is happy and s

Mrs L Farrow
Headteacher.
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OUR SCHOOL

Clements School is uniquely placed in the heart of Haverhill to serve the families who choose
to educate their children within the security and safety of their own neighbourhood.

The school was opened in 1967 and has large airy classrooms on either side of a light,
cheerful hall. The two hard playing areas and playing field afford magnificent views over the
town and the hills and fields beyond.

We are fortunate in having an Early Years Foundation Stage
Unit. This allows children to become familiar with our school
environment for up to 4 terms before joining our Reception
class in the term in which the y will be 5. Nursery and Reception
children learn and play together for some of the school day.

We are currently looking forward to moving into our new school
on Puddlebrook Playing Fields in September 2011. At this time we will extend our age range
to include 3-11 year olds (Nursery to Year 6). Our pupils then continue their learning journey
at Castle Manor Business and Enterprise College.

OUR AIMS

We aim to work with parents to help children acquire a set of moral values on which to base
their own behaviour and to develop tolerance, respect and appreciation of the feelings and
views of others. We will help them develop the skills and attitudes necessary to become
effective members of our school and wider communities.

Within the Clements learning community we aim: -

1 To teach children the skills of reading, writing and mathematics;
1 To build up an understanding of scientific process and develop a sense of wonder;
1

Todevelopc hi | drends ability to express the

drama, music and physical education;

1 To equip children with the skills they need to take their place in an increasingly
technological society;

T To foster childrends attitude to | eari
independent and capable;

1 To set high standards in all areas of school life;

T To develop childrends understanding of
religious education;

T To promote childrends self esteem;

1 To provide for the continuing professional development of staff;
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THE CURRICULUM

We provide a balanced curriculum based on the National Curriculum. We aim to help children
have the skills necessary for future learning, to have a thirst for knowledge and the ability to
think and express themselves creatively and to have a self-disciplined approach to learning.

The children are actively engaged in learning at all times in the day including assembly time
and registration when teaching activities are provided by the staff. Assemblies are often a
time for sharing work with others and of linking subjects within class topics.

The core subjects of the National Curriculum, English, Science, Mathematics, Information
Technology are supplemented by the Foundation Subjects - History, Geography, Art, Music,
Modern Foreign Languages (MFL),Design Technobgy and P.E Children also learn about
different world religions.

Literacy

Literacy learning is based on the four skills of listening, talking, reading and writing. Literacy
lessons take place every day.

We use a variety of pre-reading material to encourage children to learn to read as soon as
possible. A lot of recent research has shown that children who succeed most in reading are
those whose parents read with them regularly. If you can set aside ten minutes each day to
read with your child you will be giving them a big advantage.

We also have a range of reading material to enable children to read fluently and with
understanding and enjoyment. We encourage children to have a good letter for mation in
handwriting. Phonic skills are taught and the use of dictionaries as well.

Children learn how to write for different formal purposes e.g. writing a letter or recipe, or to
give an account of an experiment. We encourage children to write imaginatively and
sensitively in prose and poetry.




Numerac vy

We aim to develop a knowledge and understanding of all
aspects of mathematics. Children benefit from practical
experience in sorting, matching, counting, estimating and
measuring.

We use a range of materials to encourage children to think
logically. Calculators are sometimes used with older children.
Maths teaching has changed quite dramatically over the last ten
years. If you would like to know more about what your child is doing please come and ask
us. We do of course still teach multiplication tables and would appreciate your help with
these at home.

INTERNATIONAL PRIMAR Y CURRICULUM (IPC)

We follow a theme-based approach to learning at Clements. Children will study a range of
topics such as ~habitats®6 an dapprdaahtoisubjacy s 6 .
teaching that the children love. It encourages them to learn about other cultures and

countries and evolves according to their particular interests.
IPC incorporates the following subject areas:
Science

We aim to encourage children to be aware of their
immediate natural and physical environment. They learn
to observe carefully, to experiment and predict and to be
able to record their findings in many different ways.
Children learn to question and discuss sciencebased
issues that may affect their own lives, the direction of
society and the future of the world.

For example, a child finding out about the force of the
wind may use graphs, diagrams and painting as well as
the written word.

Geoagraphy

Geography provokes and answers questons about the natural and human worlds. We aim to
devel op a knowledge of the childbds own geo
places and communities in the world. As pupils study geography, they encounter different
societies and cultures. This helps them realise how nations rely on each other.

History

Hi story fires pupilsd curiosity abChildrénlearh e
about the way people lived in other ages by focusing on specific historical events. They
consider how the past influences the present. They develop a chronological framework for
their knowledge of significant events and people.

gr a

pas



Creative Arts (Art, music, design technology)

Children learn to use their imaginations and express
their emotions thro ugh music, movement and drama.
Children learn the skills they need to use art and craft
materials, to mould clay, to blend colours and mount
materials attractively.

They learn to design things for a purpose and then
make their designs, modifying them if ne cessary.
Year 4 pupils all learn the violin.

Physical Education

We aim to develop positive attitudes towards the
value of physical activity, its enjoyment and its
contribution to health. Children use large and small
apparatus to develop their balance and body
control. They take part in team games and sports
and the Y4 children have swimming lessons each
week at the Sports Centre when they are taught by
a qualified instructor. All children have two hours
of high-quality P.E every week. We regularly
welcome visiting coaches into school.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Computers are used throughout the day to enhance learning in
all subjects. Children are taught simple word processing and
data collection and enjoy seeing their work in print. The
school has a mini computer suite, which groups of children use
and a trolley with 16 laptops so that whole class lessons can
take place. All classrooms have interactive whiteboards and the
children learn how to use the internet safely.

MODERN FOERIGN LANGUAGE S

At Clements School all Year 3 and Year 4 children learn French. They learn every day phrases
and objects that will help them on a visit to France.




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

We have an assembly daily in accordance with the Education Reform Act 1988, when issltes
of Social, Personal, Moral and Religious Education are raised in a sharing and basically
Christian environment. Some of the older children arrange the hall, and we all join in the
chosen song. Sometimes we invite visitors from the local community in to our assemblies

There will be opportunities for each class to present a short assembly to which you will be

invited. We al so cel ebrate good effort and att.i
are warmly invited to this weekly event.

In Suffolk schools collective worship and religious education are non-denominational in
character and are conducted and taught in accordance with the Suffolk Agreed Syllabus.

Parents may, if they wish, withdraw their children from R.E In this event requests should be
made in writing to the Headteacher.

MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION

At Clements School we present positive images of all races
so that our children grow up to understand, appreciate and
val ue the di ver s-culiuyal society.Br i t

They can learn to show tolerance and respect for others,
and that all racism is wrong.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

Both boys and girls are given equal opportunities in all areas of the curriculum, and are
encouraged to widen their horizons even to areas that may pre viously have been considered
the preserve of one sex.

HEALTHY SCHOOLS inc SEX AND DRUG EDUCATION

We were awarded Healthy Schools Status in January 2008. Children are encouraged to bring
healthy packed lunches or have the nutritious school dinners which are of a high standard.

Sex education is not taught as a separate subject but arises out of the caring ethos of the
school and out of topic work. It is closely related to the age and stage of development of the
children. Any specific questions are answered truthfully; the moral perspective is promoted,
with the value of family life as a framework for personal development. Within the coverage
of the Science National Curriculum children are taught about keeping healthy and looking
after their bodies. T hey are warned that certain substances are harmful.
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PASTORAL CARE ARRANGEMENTS

The class teacher is the person who assumes the day to day responsibility for the care of
your child and is the first person you should talk to if you have any queries or concerns.

Sometimes emergencies do occur and we like to inform parents immediately this happens, so
it is important we have a telephone number where you can be contacted, either at home or a
work number.

Should your child be absent from school, we ask you to telephone or send a note. Itis
especially important to have a note if your child has to leave school during the day to visit
the doctor, dentist or optician.

Government regulations now insist that all absences are accounted for so it is important that
you keep us well informed as to the reasons for any such absence.

Term-time family holidays cannot usually be authorised. We do ask that Year 2 children are
not absent during May when they take the Standard Assessment Tests. The local Educational
Welfare Officer makes regular visits to the school to check on attendances. There are
occasions when we need to refer to outside agencies like Social Services if we have concerns
about your child.

The school has a Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy and the staff are trained in these
procedures.

RULES AND DISCIPLINE

We aim to provide an environment where children are encouraged to develop a sense of
responsibility for themselves and towards other people and their environment. Honesty and
courtesy are expected at all times.

We share five simple school rules:
We must be kind
We must share
We must speak pleasantly
We must walk in the building
We must listen

If a child does misbehave and needs to be disciplined this may well take the form of loss of
privileges. Any serious misdeeds may result in a fixed exclusion for a specific number of
days.

There is a comprehensive behaviour policy in school which outlines in more detail how good
behaviour is encouraged. Parents may ask for a copy of this at any time.

The school aims to keep in close contact with parents and recurring instances of bad
behaviour are discussed with the class teacher and Headteacher. All parents are invited to
sign a home-schod-child agreement.




SCHOOL MEALS

Hot meals are cooked in our school kitchen. The
menu is displayed on the Parents Notice Board in the
main entrance.

We ask you to send lunch money on Monday
mornings for that week in a named envelope please.

KS1 ea at 12.00, KS2 childrenat about 12.25pm.

Free meals are available to those pupils whose
parents are receiving:
Income Support or
Job Seekers Allowance or
Employment Support Allowance or
Child Tax Credit or
Pension Credit

To apply, please askfor a form from our School office.
Packed lunches may be brought to school. If your child brings a packed lunch, please make

sure itis in a plastic box marked with their name. Fizzy drinks and cans should not be part
of a packed lunch.

MID -MORNING SNACK S

Children in KS1and Foundation Stage each receive a piece of fresh fruit each day. Children
in KS2 may bring a piece of fruit.




